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A continental vision (e.g., Agenda 2063; 
AU Biosafety Strategy; STISA-2034)

Rationale for 
regional 

cooperation

Harmonized instruments facilitate trade 
and innovation, and foster public trust

Shared challenges require common and 
collective solutions

Resource optimization (e.g., pooled 
expertise, infrastructure, funding)

Boosting innovation ecosystems and 
supporting capacity strengthening



Example as a 
continental 
vision                  
– the 6 Pillars of 
the African 
Strategy on 
Biosafety

Capacity Building and Preparedness for 
Negotiations

Awareness Raising and Biosafety 
Information Exchange

Establishment and Strengthening of 
Institutional Frameworks

Policy and Legal Frameworks

International Cooperation

Sustainability Mechanism



Challenges and opportunities for cooperation

Multilateral 
Environment 
Agreements

UNEP-
GEF/Implementation of 
biosafety systems 

Policies of the Regional 
Economic 
Communities

OECD as a global policy 
forum



Multilateral 
Environmental 

Agreements 
(MEAs) 

Are international agreements, between and among 
countries on how to jointly address environmental 
issues that are of transboundary or cross-border nature

Provide the international legal basis and serve as a 
global response mechanism for cooperation by 
countries and regions

Complement national legislation and bilateral or 
regional agreements.

One such MEA is the Convention on Biological Diversity 
and its Protocols



COP/COP-MOP: Africa’s participation in meetings and processes



The African 
Group of 
Negotiators 
(AGN) on 
Biodiversity Mandated to articulate African 

Perspectives Priorities
Common 
positions

During all 
negotiations

Established by decision CL/761 
(XXII) of the 22nd session of the 
African Union Executive Council







COP 16 = 22 agenda items
CP-MOP 11 = 9 agenda items
NP-MOP 5 = 11 agenda items



Coordinated the briefing session for Ministers on 28 
Oct 2024



Example of 
implications of 
non-response 
to an 
intercessional 
process



Background 
In Decision CP-10/11, COP MOP
• invited Parties and relevant organizations to submit 

information on their experience with 
• new detection techniques, 
• detecting newly developed and unauthorized 

LMOs and 
• developing reference materials
• ongoing collaborations involving national and 

regional laboratories



Overview of the submission of information on the 
detection and identification of LMOs

• The Secretariat invited Parties, other Governments and 
relevant organizations to submit relevant information related 
to the detection and identification of LMOs: 5 submissions 
received (4 from Parties and 1 from an organization) 

• No submission suggested a need to update Biosafety 
Technical Series 05

• Submissions summarized in SBSTTA/26/6 II



Summary of the online discussions 
of the Network of Laboratories for 
Detection and Identification of LMOs

• National and regional laboratory collaborations:
• Several examples from Africa, Asia, Latin America 

and the Caribbean and Europe were shared

• The networks of laboratories had been successful at:
• cost reduction
• knowledge-sharing and addressing gaps in 

capacity
• harmonizing and standardizing methodologies



Summary of the online discussions of the Network of 
Laboratories for Detection and Identification of LMOs

• The needs tended to be related 
to:
• methodologies and 

techniques
• infrastructure
• consumables  
• legal agreements 

• Highlighted as potential solutions
• workshops
• the development of technical 

materials 
• improved inter-laboratory 

collaboration
• knowledge-sharing and cost-

reductions
• increased financing

Several capacity-building needs and potential solutions were shared during the 
online discussions





Example of opportunities at RECs level: Guiding 
principles for the harmonized ECOWAS Regulations

• Article 5: Harmonization
• Article 6: Recognition of International Standards
• Article 7: Mutual Recognition
• Article 8: Equivalence and the Principle of National Processing
• Article 9: Free Movement of Products and Equivalence
• Article 12 : Prior Information and Notification
• Article 16: Access to Information and Public Participation



Several instances of application of 
DT concept 

COUNTRY Crop Trait Sources of Data Any other relevant information

MALAWI Maize Insect resistance ISAAA, FAO, EU 

food safety

This is for maize CFT to be done. The reviewer used the data to 

advise the NBRC to accept doing the CFT

Cotton Insect resistance USA Bt cotton toxicity data, gene flow

GHANA Cowpea Pod borer 

resistance

Nigeria, 

Burkina Faso

Supplemented data generated in Ghana

Cotton Insect resistance Burkina Faso Bt cotton evaluation in Ghana started with multilocation trials 

without on-station confined field trials. Relied on data from 

Burkina Faso on-station confined field trials

NIGERIA Cowpea Pod borer 

resistance

Australia, USA Safety data generated in Australia and the US was reviewed 

alongside local field trial data

Cotton Insect resistance Burkina Faso Reviewed safety data generated in Burkina Faso





Some keys to effective cooperation

• Building better relationships through regular, candid and transparent 
communication

• Aiming for win-win outcomes

• Making choices based on what is right and not who is right

• Generating options and not ultimatums

• Valuing minority or dissenting opinion



Adopting agreed common 
technical standards



Concluding thoughts

• Enhance AU-led Coordination 
and Oversight

• Foster Robust Technical 
Collaboration

• Broaden Access to Regional 
Biotech R&D Centers

• Advance Public Awareness and 
Education

• Utilize Digital Platforms for 
Biosafety Surveillance

• Promote South-South 
Knowledge Exchange

• Scale Up Investment in 
Research and Regulatory 
Infrastructure

• Refocus Animal Biotechnology 
n Agricultural Priorities

• Reprioritize agricultural 
applications for animal 
biotechnology
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